SHARE YOUR THOUGHTS AND LET YOUR
VISION HELP SHAPE BEMIDJI'S FUTURE!
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Who are we?

This is Our City Bemidji is made up of a team of local individuals and organizations .

working with the City of Bemidji on its Comprehensive Plan Update. Our collabora- ‘ ‘ ». A

tive group efforts are led by a core team of individuals, including Naomi Carlson,

Community Development Planner for the Headwaters Regional Development Com- ‘d ee
mission; Dr. Anna Carlson, Director of Bemidji State University’'s Center for Empow- Beml ]l

ered Communities; and Jamin Carlson, Planning Director for the City of Bemidii.

What are we doing?

We are gathering input from a wide variety of community members, businesses, and organizations on their
thoughts, ideas, and visions for Bemidji to complete an update of the City's Comprehensive Plan. A
Comprehensive Plan is our community's big-picture guide for the next 10-20 years. It's where we decide
together what we want Bemidji to look and feel like in the future—and how we'll get there.

Why are we doing this?

Comprehensive Plans need to be built from community input—your ideas, hopes, and priorities—and it
helps the City Council, Planning Commission, and staff make decisions about growth, development, and
change. It also makes sure we're planning wisely for the future so that investments in housing,
transportation, public safety, and the environment work together. You can think of it as a roadmap for our
city’s future: it shows where we are now, where we want to go, and the steps we'll take to get there. When
we all help shape it, we make sure Bemidji stays a place we're proud to call home. This 4 min video is from
our last community event capturing our city casting vision as we come together.

How will your input be used?

The City is gathering input through surveys, focus groups, interviews, and conversations at events to help
shape what we want Bemidji to become. All of the input will be collected, saved, synthesized and
summarized to inform the City of Bemidji's staff and council decisions on setting goals, objectives and
strategies within the City's Comprehensive Plan.

Where can you learn more?

Stay up to date on our process through the City of Bemidji's website (www.ci.bemidji.mn.us). Public Hearings,
and Comment Periods on drafts of the Updated Comprehensive Plan will be taking place in early 2026. Stay
informed, stay engaged, and let us know if you have any questions or concerns, or want to learn more about
the process and plan.

Contact Naomi Carlson at ncarlson@hrdc.org.



